Laughable Laws

Utah apparently knows how to handle drunks.  Their law is quite specific: “Intoxicated persons are prohibited from operating a vehicle on any public highway or street, except for a wheelbarrow.”

Ceder City, Utah had at one time or another a variety of unusual clothing laws directed at women.  High buckled shoes, for instance, are the only kind to be seen on a woman’s feet when she goes shopping or does anything else in public.  Another law bans women from attending church while attired in house shoes or slippers.

People who live in Tremonton, Utah must have an ongoing problem with mice.  The law bans citizens from setting mouse traps anywhere in a house, in a barn, and in the yard around the house.

Many things have changed since the era of Charles Dickens and debtor’s prisons.  However, the thinking of lawmakers in Salt Lake City may be Dickens like.  These people passed an ordinance to take care of tenants who don’t pay their rent.  They’ll be sent to cool their feet in a jail cell.  Anyone living in the city who misses one rent payment is subject to criminal prosecution.

A man or woman in Provo, Utah, can sit on a park bench next to a member of the opposite sex and hold a conversation.  But the person will be arrested if he or she sits closer than eight inches.  This eight-inch space requirement holds true even if the couple sitting together happens to be married.

Sugarville, Utah has outlawed voters from taking a picture of political candidates on the Sabbath.  Neither adults nor children are allowed to bother a politician while he or she is trying to catch a short nap, or is obviously trying to relax for a few minutes.
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